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‘They will never 
take my voice’
Assistant Professor of Nursing Eloisa Tamez stands by the border fence, which abuts her property in El Calaboz.
elizaBeTh a. Perez/collegian 
Eloisa Tamez and her lawyers are considering whether she 
will continue her fight against the U.S. government’s border 
fence being placed on her property.
On April 16, U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen signed 
an order granting Homeland Security a fee simple, or 
absolute ownership, of 0.26 acres of Tamez’s property 
in El Calaboz, a rural community about 11 miles 
northeast of Brownsville.
The action stems from a lawsuit Homeland 
Security filed against Tamez on Jan. 29, 2008, 
after she refused to grant the agency access 
to her property, which borders the Rio 
Grande.
Erasmo Castro has asked the 
Student Supreme Court for an in-
terpretation of the Student Govern-
ment Association constitution after 
losing the presidency last week to 
Ruby De La Fuente.
In his petition, Castro asks that 
the Student Supreme Court “find 
the spring elections held from April 
20-22, 2009, unconstitutional” be-
cause they were conducted online 
rather than through traditional pa-
per balloting.
The SGA election results were 
announced Thursday morning, 
with De La Fuente receiving 463 
votes; Castro, 256; and Diego Gar-
cia, 66.
Robert Paredes won the vice 
president of administration seat 
with 369 votes, with Jorge Muñoz 
receiving 297 votes and Arturo 
Guerra receiving 114. 
According to Article IV, Sec-
tion 1, of the SGA constitution, “In 
conjunction with the administra-
tive adviser, the commissioner will 
set and implement campaigning 
boundaries, sealing of boxes, and 
decide whether to allow or disal-
low ballots that are in question.”
Castro claims that the elections 
did not adhere to the constitution, 
where ballots, polling places and 
ballot boxes are specifically called 
for. The balloting was conducted 
via UTB/TSC’s Blackboard por-
tal. 
However, Associate Vice Presi-
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The Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center is one step 
closer to opening, but is about 
$3 million over budget and has 
spurred controversy over who will 
use it.
On Thursday, the Texas South-
most College District board of 
trustees approved substantial com-
pletion of the REK Center by JE 
Dunn and Terry Ray construction 
companies.
“Substantial completion means 
the college, the university is taking 
over the project,” said Veronica 
Mendez, assistant vice president 
for planning and construction. “It 
begins the warranty period for all 
of the systems in the building as 
well. So the warranty period be-
gan March 26 for all these proj-
ects; however, we are not making 
a final payment and not releasing 
the retainage.”
Although construction of the 
REK Center is complete, there 
remains several “punch items” to 
REK Center ‘substantially complete’
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
• See ‘REK,’ Page 3
But some complain about Athletics’ use of field
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Smoking. We see it all throughout 
campus, but are there any rules that 
prohibit it?
The Handbook of Operating Procedures 
for UTB/TSC states that smoking will 
not be permitted in any facility and will 
only be permitted outside each facility in 
designated areas. 
Since smoking has become an even 
greater issue on campus, several proposals 
have been drafted to try to create a new 
policy.
“This issue has come up for several 
years already,” said Emilia Taylor, an 
administrative analyst for Academic 
Affairs and president of the Staff Senate. 
“Maybe about four years ago, fi ve years 
ago, there was a smoking study [to see] if 
we wanted to go ahead and have a smoke 
ban here on campus.”
Taylor said that in the past the idea of 
making UTB/TSC a smoke-free campus 
was rejected.
“The recommendation that came out of 
that committee was that we were not to be a 
smoke-free campus but to have designated 
areas,” she said. “Benches could be 
provided and smoking receptacles for your 
cigarette butts, but even at that point, the 
issue was who was going to enforce [it]. 
[If someone was] found guilty of smoking 
outside the smoking areas, what would be 
the consequence?”
Taylor said the Staff Senate is only one 
of three governing bodies on campus. The 
other two are the Academic Senate and the 
Student Government Association.
“We just deal with staff only,” she said. 
“Our survey did not include faculty and 
did not include students.
“We came up with our own resolution, 
which was not to have a smoke-free 
campus but to abide by the designated 
areas that were already assigned through 
the smoking study a couple of years prior 
to that.”
The Academic Senate, on the other 
hand, has a different view of the smoking 
situation on campus and would like UTB/
TSC to be a smoke-free institution. 
“Particular areas of concern are between 
Mary Rose Cardenas North Hall and 
Mary Rose Cardenas South Hall,” said 
Karen Fuss-Sommer, program director for 
the Vocational Nursing Department and 
Academic Senate president. “We identify 
that as a problem … because the trees 
provide like a tent covering so there is no 
movement for that smoke.”
The Academic Senate agrees with 
the Staff Senate in that there has been a 
problem in enforcing the current policy.
“When we took it on as the senate, we 
recognized all of those issues and we asked 
for a complete ban on the entire campus,” 
Fuss-Sommer said.
She explained that when they fi rst began 
talking about the smoking issue a few years 
back, they visited several other University 
of Texas System institutions.
“We went to all the campuses in the 
UT System to see what all the policies 
were,” Fuss-Sommer said. “There was a 
range like ours where it was sort of non-
smoking in all the buildings, to the far 
end of the spectrum at the [University of 
Texas Medical Branch] where they have 
no smoking on the entire campus. We 
decided that we liked the model at UTMB 
and that’s why we went for a non-smoking 
institution.”
According to Fuss-Sommer, the faculty 
advisory council to the UT System has 
already put a resolution through to the 
System to ban smoking on all of the 
campuses, including all of the outside 
environments.
“One of the reasons the senate tried an 
all-out ban was because enforcement was 
such a problem,” she said.  “It’s diffi cult to 
manage some as opposed to none. I know 
what none looks like; everyone knows 
what none looks like. It’s easy to see. But 
some, and some that isn’t advertised very 
well, is diffi cult to enforce.”
The SGA’s resolution seeks to enforce 
the current policy and educate more 
students on smoking.
“The resolution is not a resolution to 
ban smoking,” said Erasmo Castro, SGA 
president. “It is just empowering us to go 
before the board of trustees and request 
reconsideration for a policy that is in 
place now. More so, to promote more 
enforcement of what is already there and 
also more education to the culture that 
exists between North and South [halls].”
The issue has been brought up before, 
but no new policy has been approved.
“Basically, we are taking the lead to 
where they had already left off,” Castro 
said. “It is to my understanding that 
previous administrations, previous student 
government associations, they dropped the 
ball in reference to … achieving basically 
… no-smoking areas throughout campus.”
All three senates agree that the university 
lacks enforcement of the current policy.
“I think the problem between North and 
South is that there is no enforcement,” 
Castro said. “There is a policy … and 
there is a small little sign that is posted, 
but even this morning I was out there and 
it’s amazing how individuals disregard the 
sign completely. I mean, I have pictures 
of people smoking right under the no-
smoking sign. There were four individuals 
smoking right under the no-smoking sign 
and right in front of the door. The policy 
that exists on campus is … just not being 
enforced.”
The SGA has surveyed about 350 
students, but when asked if it was a 
representation of the student body, 
Castro replied, “In reference to the total 
population, I’ll say no.” 
“I’m going to say that a great percentage 
of students have already come up to us 
and thanked us,” he said. “A lot of people 
have made mention and have declared, 
[that it is] ‘sickening’ to walk through the 
courtyard and the penetrated smoke which 
remains in that area.”
Even though there are some students 
who support efforts to ban smoking on 
campus, there are others who disagree.
Junior communication major Yeya 
Weigend said she would not like it if the 
entire campus was smoke-free.
“I think we should have it in certain 
areas, especially in North and South,” 
Weigend said. “A lot of people that I know 
smoke, so I think it should be permitted to 
smoke in North and South.”
She also argued that North and South 
are out in the open and that the air is clear 
there. 
“I don’t think it bothers anyone if we 
smoke or not,” Weigend said.
Sophomore psychology major Brenda 
Cohen said that even though she doesn’t 
smoke, she doesn’t mind if others do.
“Banning it entirely would be kinda 
stupid, but designated areas would be 
good,” Cohen said. “I mean, it’s outside-
-why not?”
Asked if she sees smoking as an issue, 
Cohen replied, “I don’t really see smoking 
as a problem. Everyone says that they 
always smell smoke here, but I never 
really do.”
Junior biology major Arthur Gonzalez 
had his opinion on the smoking issue.
“Banning it entirely on campus, I 
think, is a bit unrealistic in both theory 
and application,” Gonzalez said. “I don’t 
smoke, but if I was a smoker, I would have 
to go pretty out of my way to function.” 
He also said that if the current policy 
is kept, he would like to see more 
enforcement.
“It would be good to have some 
enforcement around,” Gonzalez said. “I 
would just like to see a policeman go up to 
someone who’s smoking and be like, ‘Cut 
it out.’ It’s not so much that it’s offending 
me, but I’d just like to see someone not 
following the rules get punished.” 
Resistance to any kind of ban on smoking 
is something that the Academic Senate, the 
Faculty Senate and the SGA have thought 
about.
“I know we all have different opinions 
on different matters, and I know that the 
smoking issue is something that we will 
fi nd different opinions on,” Castro said.
To create a new policy, all of the 
governing bodies must come together and 
agree on a course of action.
“I think that one thing that is really 
important is that we work together making 
the decisions,” Fuss-Sommer said. “It’s 
not a one-ended thing. We are not the only 
people here on campus and everyone has 
a voice in what goes on on our campus. 




Early voting starts today
Early voting for Brownsville city 
elections will take place in the Cardenas 
Hall North Lobby on the following days 
and times:
 --8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. today through 
Friday;
--11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday;
--8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. May 4 and 5.
For more information, call the Cameron 
County Elections Offi ce at 544-0809.
Senior communication major Henry Gutierrez lights a cigarette in the Endowment Courtyard.
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN 
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State Rep. Joe Driver (R-Dal-
las) has fi led House Bill 1893, 
which would allow the carrying 
of concealed handguns on cam-
puses of higher education. 
The controversial legislation 
originates from the 2007 Virginia 
Tech massacre, one of the dead-
liest shooting incidents on any 
school campus in the nation. 
Driver said the amendment 
would allow law-abiding citizens 
to defend themselves against 
people such as Seung-Hui Cho, 
the former Virginia Tech student 
who killed 32 people on campus 
before committing suicide.
“What we’ve found is that 
those types of people are just, I 
mean, cowards,” Driver told The 
Collegian in a telephone inter-
view. “When they get onto a cam-
pus, their intent is to kill and, if 
confronted, they will either shoot 
themselves or they will give up. 
What we are saying is we want 
someone that has a concealed 
license that could possibly slow 
this whole situation down until 
police eventually arrive.”
HB 1893 would amend the 
Government Code and Penal 
Code by allowing persons with 
a concealed license to carry a 
concealed handgun while on the 
campus of a public or private in-
stitution of higher education. The 
bill places no specifi c require-
ments on state agencies; howev-
er, higher education institutions 
anticipate the need for training 
for campus law enforcement of-
fi cers and the need for storage fa-
cilities and policies related to the 
storage of handguns in residential 
facilities, according to Texas De-
partment of Public Safety docu-
ments presented to a public safety 
committee. 
Rep. Rene Oliveira (D-Browns-
ville) said it is a tough issue that 
other states have had to deal with 
as well.
“At this point, I’m leaning 
against it,” Oliveira said. “More 
handguns cause more violence.”
Douglas Stoves, director of 
Residential Life and Housing, 
said the bill, if passed, would 
raise a lot of questions about how 
the department would keep track 
of the weapons.
“The concern for me, of course, 
is always going to be safety of 
students and we have to buffer 
that with the person’s right, so 
that’s where it becomes a deli-
cate balance,” Stoves said. “Just 
having the presence of it, the fi rst 
thing that comes to mind is, ‘OK, 
the person has the right to carry, 
so does that mean maybe I would 
have to get gun safes for each 
room?’… ‘Or do we have a mass 
storage unit?’ … and, ‘Where are 
you going to store it, when you’re 
not carrying it?’”
UTB/TSC Campus Police 
Chief Juan Cardoza said the de-
partment has an emergency re-
sponse plan.
“We conducted several brief-
ings to the staff and students on 
our plan,” Cardoza said. “We 
take whatever action needs to be 
taken if we were to have a violent 
situation on campus by alerting 
the campus and also respond-
ing to the situa-
tion.”
Sgt. Reynaldo Treviño said the 
university has established a cam-
pus alert system through a Voice 
Over Internet Provider, which is a 
mass e-mail that is automatically 
sent via telephone. 
“Even if you’re on the phone, 
they interrupt your call and notify 
Guns-on-campus bill stirs debate here
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
• See ‘Guns,’ Page 12
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be reviewed and approved by the 
offi ce of Facilities Planning and 
Construction before the REK Cen-
ter can be open for use, according 
to David Pearson, vice president 
for Partnership Affairs. 
“We are moving very rapidly 
toward it,” Pearson told The Col-
legian in an interview after the 
meeting. “Several weeks is what 
we are hoping for but until we are 
absolutely sure that everything is 
in order, you know, I mean, I can’t 
give you a specifi c date.”
The cost of construction for the 
REK Center was originally $26 
million, according to The Colle-
gian’s archives but has increased 
by about $3 million. 
Pearson attributed the increase 
to the addition of “substantial 
things,” such as a parking lot and 
swimming pool. 
In March 2004, students voted 
in favor of assessing a fee to cover 
the costs of building a Recreation 
Center that generate $12.5 million 
in student fees, which went toward 
the funding of the project. An addi-
tional $12.5 million was generated 
from a bond issue passed by TSC 
District voters in November 2004, 
according to an agreement signed 
between student representatives 
and administrators. The initial cost 
of construction was $25 million.
Pearson said the money provid-
ed for the increase in budget was 
brought in from different sources.
“The Texas Southmost Col-
lege board has brought money 
in, the offi ce of Business Affairs 
has helped us use HEAF dollars-
-Higher Education Assistance 
Fund--HEAF dollars for various 
forms of equipment throughout 
the facilities,” Pearson said. “So, 
there are a number of ways that 
we have been able to bring in ad-
ditional dollars in just to make it 
the best thing we could.”
REK fi eld to host soccer games 
Who has preference on use of 
the REK Center’s facilities, the 
fi eld in particular, has raised con-
cern among students.
Erasmo Castro, Student Gov-
ernment Association president, 
brought up the issue during his ad-
dress to the board, concerned that 
students might not maintain pref-
erence of the use of the facility.
“It clearly states that no orga-
nized athletic events can be held 
there,” he said, referring to a 2006 
document signed by administra-
tors and students.
Abraham Ponce, former vice 
president of the SGA, signed the 
agreement on the use of the REK 
Center and said students were 
originally against the agreement.  
“They didn’t want to share this 
building, knowing full well that 
there was a chance that the aca-
demic side might take over the 
REK Center and not give prefer-
ence to students,” Ponce told The 
Collegian in a telephone inter-
view Friday. “The whole reason 
we signed the agreement was just 
that.” 
He said the SGA has to work 
with administration.
“That’s just something that 
you’ve got to do,” he said. “You 
have to keep a balance. Yes, you’re 
a representative of the students, 
but you also work with the admin-
istration, because if the adminis-
tration wanted, it would be within 
their full power to go ahead and do 
it and not ask the students, I don’t 
think it’ll come to that.”
Ponce said as long as the REK 
Center is receiving the money for 
the use of its facilities, “I don’t see 
a problem with it.”
Laurie Braden, director of Cam-
pus Recreation, said the REK Cen-
ter fi eld is the scheduled venue for 
next season’s soccer home games 
but added that the Athletics De-
partment would be paying rent for 
use of the fi eld.
“I know that the one fi eld that we 
have, for our institution, we would 
be able to be helping our partners 
in Athletics if we were able to host 
home games,” Braden said.
 On April 7, 2006, then-Student 
Government Association President 
Michael C. Camarillo, then-SGA 
Vice President Abraham Ponce, 
then-School of Education Dean 
Carl Stockton and Associate Vice 
President for Student Develop-
ment Vince Solis signed an agree-
ment on a general understanding 
of usage of the REK Center facili-
ties.
The agreement states that orga-
nized athletic functions cannot be 
held in the facility and will be used 
“to teach classes and to serve the 
recreational and wellness needs of 
the students.”
Asked why the university re-
neged on the agreement Pearson 
replied, “The agreement was not a 
legal contract fi rst of all, but from 
the very inception, the REK Cen-
ter had always been intended to 
be an income-generating business 
because the REK Center, in terms 
of maintenance and operations, for 
the REK side is going to need dol-
lars. So from the very beginning of 
our planning on this, we assumed 
the REK would be available for 
certain functions. People would 
pay for those functions. …We rent 
out the Student Union salon and 
the same thing here--we could rent 
out the social space, perhaps rent 
REK
Continued from Page 1
• See ‘REK,’ Page 12
The Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club 
wants to publicly recognize the efforts of 
state Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville) to 
diversify Texas’ electrical sources of power 
this session. As Sen. Lucio notes in his recent 
“Capitol Update,” (“Texas’ potential as green 
energy producer of the country”) we’re 
already No. 1 in wind production with wind 
in both West Texas and Kennedy County, but 
we also have the potential to harness the sun, 
agricultural crops and geothermal power to 
produce electricity.
On Tuesday, the state Senate passed SB 
545 by Sen. Troy Fraser, which creates a 
$100 million fund administered by the Public 
Utility Commission for five years to provide 
state rebates to Texan homeowners, businesses 
and utilities that install solar power. Among its 
many provisions are three good ideas that Sen. 
Lucio took from some of his bills and added as 
amendments into SB 545, receiving unanimous 
consent from the Senate. One makes sure that 
electric cooperatives and municipal utilities 
like the Brownsville Public Utilities Board 
begin reporting on their own efforts to offer 
solar options for customers by 2012, while 
another is a pro-consumer amendment that 
will require the Public Utility Commission to 
put information about solar rebates and prices 
paid for surplus electricity on their Web site. 
Finally, and most importantly, Sen. Lucio 
added an amendment that will give consumers 
and businesses who put solar panels on their 
roofs a guaranteed minimum price if they 
generate more electricity in a month then they 
consume. Now SB 545 moves to the House.
But it is only the first step. In SB 1419, Sen. 
Lucio has filed a much more aggressive plan 
to require 4,000 megawatts of electricity from 
emerging new renewable [sources,] like solar, 
geothermal and biomass, by 2020. SB 1419 
is only one of some 13 bills filed this session 
that would create a diversified “Renewable 
Portfolio Standard” for electricity in Texas. On 
Tuesday, the Senate Business and Commerce 
Committee approved Sen. Kirk Watson’s SB 
541, which sets a goal of 3,000 megawatts 
by 2020, which will soon make its way to the 
Senate floor. Sen. Lucio has signed onto the 
legislation as a co-author and voted for it in 
the committee.
So a p b o xtudent
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“That would be 
the hands-on 
training.” 
E z e q u i e l 
Sauceda
F r e s h m a n 
a u t o m o t i v e 
m e c h a n i c s 
technology major
“I think what I 
enjoy the most is 
the camaraderie 
that we have 
amongst the 
students here. 
We all work 
together as a team 
and in the classroom when we’re 
learning and reviewing for exams. 
We help each other to grow in the 
field, and the teachers have been 
very helpful.”
Juan Olvera
Freshman air conditioning and 
refrigeration technology major
“It’s all hands-on; I 
work with tools, 
and I get dirty.”





“Que está muy 




con el inglés, y 
está padre que 
los maestros te 
enseñen lo que no sabes”.
Pedro Santos
Estudiante de administración 
de empresas de primer año
--Compiled by Valeria A. Sosa
--Photos by Diego Lerma





This will be 
my last Presi-
dent’s Corner 
and I want to 
thank every-
one for being 
patient enough to read my ram-
blings throughout this semester. 
Know that I will continue to be 
on campus and will continue to 
work on the issues that we dis-
covered during this semester. I 
am confident in the Executive 
Board that remains in Student 
Government and know that they, 
along with Robert Paredes, will 
be good stewards of the trust 
placed in them.
I want to thank The Collegian 
for being non-partisan. I pray that 
it continues to be an independent 
voice to the concerns of all stu-
dents on campus. I want to thank 
the entire senate for its constant 
support and arduous work ethic 
that caused true dialogue to be 
brought forth this semester. 
I will not applaud the advisers 
to the Student Government Asso-
ciation, as their interference and 
manipulation of Student Govern-
ment was self-serving and not in 
the best interest of the student 
body. It is my hope that the up-
coming Student Government be 
given the opportunity to select its 
advisers, be they faculty mem-
bers or from other departments 
on campus. 
I will not applaud the Divi-
sion of Student Affairs. It is my 
firm belief and opinion that they 
do not advocate student affairs 
and/or concerns when these cross 
paths with administration. I feel 
that in these issues they will al-
ways side with administration.
It is my prayer that students 
continue to ask questions and 
voice concerns in matters that are 
of interest to students. Dialogue 
is essential and important in not 
only that which is of interest to 
ourselves, but to generations of 
students to come. Have a safe, 
fun summer and may we all con-
tinue to grow as individuals. We 
are Scorpions. We are one. God 
bless UTB/TSC. 
P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o r n e r
Letters to the Editor Policy
Letters must include the name, 
classification and phone number of the 
author or the letter cannot be published. 
Opinions expressed in The Collegian are 
those of writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Collegian or 
UTB/TSC administrators. The editor 
reserves the right to edit the letters. 
Letters for The Collegian can be sent to 
collegian@utb.edu.
• See ‘Letters,’ page 6
J.E. Castro Dragustinovis
SGA President
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Starting in the Fall 2009 se-
mester, UTB/TSC will join forces 
with the University of Texas-San 
Antonio to offer a doctoral pro-
gram in physics.
The cooperative program was 
finalized earlier this semester 
when the universities signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding.
“Essentially, the students that 
want to get into the program com-
plete our master’s program, get all 
their grades transferred to UT-San 
Antonio,” said Mario Diaz, the in-
terim chair for the Physics and As-
tronomy Department. “They can 
do it all here. It’s just that UT-San 
Antonio is awarding the degree.”
Since UTB/TSC professors will 
be assisting the Ph.D. students in 
the doctoral research, a new title 
had to be created for the profes-
sors, Diaz said. 
“There’s a difference between 
an adjunct and an adjoint pro-
fessor,” he said. “An adjunct 
wouldn’t be able to direct theses, 
but an adjoint, as per modification 
of the rules and regulations of the 
board of regents of the UT Sys-
tem, can direct theses.”
The program aims to move out 
of this phase within the next few 
years.
“Because this is approved by 
the system, essentially as a way of 
getting started, it might take a cou-
ple years before it moves here,” 
Diaz said. “I estimate that next 
year there’s going to be another 
five [students]. … Total number, 
if the program is very successful, 
is 30 students.”
Currently, there are two stu-
dents signed up to participate in 
the program in the fall.
The Physics and Astronomy 
Department is part of a consor-
tium called CONTACT, which is 
the Consortium for Nanomateri-
als for Aerospace Commerce and 
Technology. For Fiscal 2009, the 
consortium will split a $2.4 mil-
lion federal grant.
“It’s a consortium of UT-Ar-
lington, UT-Dallas, UT-Austin, 
UT-Pan American, UT-Browns-
ville, University of Houston and 
Rice University to foster research 
in nanoscience and nanotechnolo-
gy,” Diaz said. “This year, [UTB/
TSC’s] going to get a quarter-mil-
lion.”
The money received will bene-
fit several areas of the department, 
including the new optics labora-
tory and biophysics research.
For the 2008-2009 school year, 
the department’s total research 
expenditures were about $3.5 mil-
lion, $2.8 million of which came 
from the Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy.
A pulsar named ‘Junior’
One of the larger programs in 
the CGWA is the Arecibo Remote 
Command Center, where students 
take control of the world’s largest 
radio telescope, located in Are-
cibo, Puerto Rico.
The 305-meter wide telescope 
is used in the search for pulsars, 
which are stars that emit strong 
signals of radio waves. By finding 
pulsars, the group hopes to help 
prove the existence of gravitation-
al waves, which are ripples in the 
fabric of space-time.
The command center is funded 
through a grant received by Fred-
rick Jenet, an assistant professor 
in the Physics and Astronomy 
Department. Construction of the 
observatory was completed last 
September.
The $80,000-ARC Center is 
manned by ARCC Scholars. This 
semester, there are eight ARCC 
scholars, with seven high school 
students assisting them.
The students have carved an 
auspicious niche in their research 
group. The ARCC program is a 
part of a group known as PALFA, 
made up of universities such as 
Cornell University, the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Swin-
burne University of Technology 
in Australia and McGill Univer-
sity in Canada, as well as private 
astronomers.
“Out of all the observers for the 
PALFA group, we actually have, I 
believe, it’s a 30 percent margin,” 
said Anthony Ford, a freshman 
physics major who is an ARCC 
Scholar. “We observe 30 per-
cent more regions of the sky per 
time period than other astrono-
mers participating. We’re able to 
go through more sources on our 
lists than the professionals who 
have been doing this for 10 or 20 
years.”
In addition, a majority of the 
observations done by PALFA are 
done at the ARC Center.
“From last semester, from basi-
cally last August to last Decem-
ber, we manned 75 percent of the 
observations done by PALFA,” 
Ford said.
On Dec. 12, 2008, a significant 
discovery was made by the ARCC 
Scholars--a new pulsar. 
“It was very exciting,” said 
freshman physics major Drew 
Fleckenstein, the ARCC Scholar 
who made the sighting. “I didn’t 
know exactly what to feel because 
I was like, ‘I just found a pulsar.’ It 
takes four years to find one pulsar 
by the average scan.”
But it took the UTB/TSC group 
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Physics doctoral program begins this fall
Freshman physics major Rossina Miller 
explains how pulsars fit into the life 
stages of a star. 
Michael Peña/collegian
July 15, 2009
Application Deadline to complete Student Teaching
Spring 2010
• Applications are available in the Education Building at the Field 
   Experiences Office or on the web page at http://www.utb.edu/    
   vpaa/soe/Pages/STFEMenu1.aspx. 
   Relevant requirements are also found on the web page.
• If you intend to meet all requirements by December 2009, you should  
   apply by this deadline.
• Only complete applications will be accepted by 5:00 p.m. on 
   Wednesday, July 15th. 
• If you need to verify that you meet admission requirements, contact
   the Field Experiences Office at (956) 882-5700.
• You are strongly encouraged to REGISTER EARLY for Student 
   Teaching so that your placement can be handled before July.
• See ‘Pulsar,’ page 6
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Voices from the Valley will 
conduct an open forum and board 
meeting on starting a new public 
radio station in the Rio Grande 
Valley. The forum is scheduled 
at 7 tonight in Galeria 409, 
located at 490 E. 13th Street in 
Brownsville. Special guests will 
provide information and advice 
about the stages of organizational 
structure for starting an 
independent radio station. Ken 
Mills of Minneapolis, Minn., and 
David Davies, of Texas Public 
Radio, will provide insight and 
advice on starting and supporting 
a public radio station. For more 
information, call Betsy Price at 




Department and Friendship 
of Women Inc. will observe 
National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Gazebos. For 
more information, call Sandy 
Cuevas at 544-7412.
Poetry readings
UTB/TSC’s Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Literary Society will host “Two 
Days of Local Poetry.” Jennifer 
Salinas, a UTB/TSC student, will 
present “Eyes Only: Thru the 
Eyes of the B’Holder” from 7 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday in the Benito 
Longoria room of the Arnulfo 
L. Oliveira Memorial Library. 
Brenda Nettles Riojas, a native 
of Brownsville, will present “La 
Primera Voz Que Oi” from 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m. Thursday in the lobby 
of the library. Refreshments will 
be provided at both events. For 
more information, call Milagro 
Hernandez at 882-7410 or send 
an e-mail to milagro.hernandez@
utb.edu. 
Movie screenings
La Estancia at River Centre 
will present “Bride Wars” 
and “The Uninvited” at 1 
p.m. Wednesday at La Estancia 
Apartments, located at 2651 
FJRM St. (behind Burger King 
on University Boulevard). 
Refreshments will be provided. 
Ask how to receive a $200 gift 




Department will conduct 
auditions for “Death Is No 
Laughing Matter” from 6 to 
9 p.m. in Cardenas North Hall 
206. Come prepared with a three-
minute monologue/scene. For 
more information, call Sharaf 
Rehman at 882-7222.
Patron of the Arts
UTB/TSC’s Bravo Opera 
Company will present “Carmen” 
at 8 p.m. Friday and at 3 p.m. 
Saturday in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Admission is $3. For more 
information, call 882-7025. 
Schlitterbahn tickets on sale
UTB/TSC’s Staff Senate 
is sponsoring tickets for 
Schlitterbahn from May 16 to 
22. Tickets are $25 and can be 
bought at the Business Office. For 
more information, call 882-7441.
Art exhibit
The Senior Exhibition, 
featuring the work of Frank 
Barrera and Yareth Fernandez, 
runs through Friday in the 
Rusteberg Art Gallery. Admission 
is $1. Gallery hours are 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 
10 a.m. to noon Friday. For more 
information, call 882-7097 or 
send an e-mail to gallery@utb.
edu.
Pre-law Academy
The 2009 Filemon B. Vela 
Pre-Law Academy is accepting 
applications for the Summer I 
program. The deadline to submit 
an application is Friday. For more 
information or an application, visit 
http://blue.utb.edu/vpaa/prelaw.
htm or call Monica Garcia at 
882-6551 or send an e-mail to 
monica.garcia@utb.edu. 
PC diagnostics
UTB/TSC’s Association for 
Computing Machinery club 
diagnoses computers, removes 
viruses and maintains laptops 
from 12 to 2 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays in the Endowment 
Courtyard. Fliers with steps on 
how to get rid of a virus are handed 
out. For more information, send 




The Gorgas Science Society, 
the “Club of Science and 
Adventure,” meets at 2 p.m. 
each Friday in Life and Health 
Sciences 3.214.  New members 
are always welcome. For more 
information, send an e-mail to 
gorgas.sci.soc@gmail.com. 
Civic Engagement Scholars
The Civic Engagement 
Scholars, a service learning club, 
meet at 11 a.m. every Friday at 
UTB/TSC’s Center for Civic 
Engagement, located at 1301 E. 
Madison St. Students interested 
in serving the community 
through various projects are 
welcome to join. For more 
information, call 882-4303, visit 
www.civicengagement.com or 
send an e-mail to information@
civicengagement.com. 
Clinic hours
The business hours for the 
Student Health Services clinic, 
located in Cortez Hall 206, 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays and 
8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The last patient 
of the day is seen 30 minutes 
before closing time. For more 
information, call 882-3896 or 
visit the clinic. 
Immunizations
Student Health Services 
has $5 immunizations for 
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, HPV 
(human papilloma virus), polio, 
meningitis, measles, mumps, 
rubella, tetanus, influenza and 
varicella (chicken pox). Prices 
apply to students 18 years or 
younger at time of visit. For more 
information, call 882-3896. 
Continuing Education
The Workforce Education 
Department is taking registrations 
for the following courses: real 
estate classes, computer courses 
and summer programs for children 
ages 5 to 14. The schedules for 
the classes are on the UTB/TSC 
main page (www.utb.edu) under 
the Continuing Education tab. For 
more information, call 882-4192.
Microsoft Office workshop
UTB/TSC offers a free 
Microsoft Office Workshop 
on Excel, Access, Outlook, 
Word, FrontPage, Publisher and 
PowerPoint to students, staff and 
faculty by appointment in Arnulfo 
L. Oliveira Memorial Library 
room 235. To register, visit http://
blue.utb.edu/usslabs/ 
Historian to speak
Phi Alpha Theta, a history honor 
society at UTB/TSC, will sponsor 
a lecture by Melisa Galván, titled 
“Uncovering the Past Through 
Archival Documents and 
Artifacts: A Personal Account 
of How a Student of History 
Became a Historian-Scholar.” 
The lecture will take place at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday in the SET-B third 
floor conference room. Galván 
is a doctoral candidate in Latin 
American history at Berkeley 
who has written extensively on 
the history of Matamoros and the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley.
 
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your 
organization or department news 
published in the Collegian’s 
Briefs section, call Paola Ibarra 
at 882-5143 or send her an e-
mail at collegian@utb.edu. 
With both Republican and 
Democratic senators like Sen. 
Lucio, Watson and Fraser 
recognizing the need for Texas to 
promote both on-site (solar tiles 
on roofs) and off-site (large-scale 
Letters
Continued from Page 4
Viewpoint
only three years.
There are only 1,800 known 
pulsars, of which about 20 are 
usable for gravitational wave 
research. What determines if a 
pulsar can be used is the speed 
at which the pulsar emits radio 
waves.
“What we’re trying to find 
are millisecond pulsars,” 
Fleckenstein said. “This one is 
actually fairly slow, at about a 
third of a second.”
Pulsar
Continued from Page 5
Immediate positions available for inside and 
outside sales help. Deck hands and actors must 
be outgoing, motivated and dependable. Apply 
in person at Black Dragon Cruises in Port Isabel. 
956-943-6283
HELP WANTED
Can you explain algebra 
and calculus to teens?
Call 956-793-7944
Help Wanted
utility power plants) that will 
create green jobs and investment, 
now is the time for Texas to 
create new green, clean power 




The pulsar, dubbed “Junior” by 
the ARCC Scholars, is the first 
pulsar worldwide to be found by 
undergraduate students.
“It also happens to be the first 
pulsar found by an outreach 
program,” Ford said. “It’s the 
first pulsar found by a group of 
students like us, so that’s kind of 
a big ‘gold star’ next to our name 
for that. It adds this extra level of 
significance to our efforts.”
b l u e . u t b . e d u / c o l l e g i a n
According to Hanen’s order, the 
land will be used to “construct, 
install, operate and maintain 
roads, fencing, vehicles barriers, 
security lightning and related 
structures designed to help 
secure the United States-Mexico 
border.” 
On Tuesday, Tamez and her 
lawyer, Peter Schey, both told 
The Collegian that they are still 
deciding whether to appeal the 
case.
“At this time the lawyers and 
myself, we’re discussing that 
even though I do have appellate 
rights, I’m not sure as yet if we’re 
going to go that route at all. We 
haven’t decided,” she said.
Tamez, who is the program 
director of UTB/TSC’s master 
of science in nursing program, 
said the priority now is to prepare 
for consultation with Homeland 
Security.
“According to what Judge 
Hanen wrote on that order, he is 
saying to both the government 
and me, that we need to sit down 
and negotiate on the various 
factors from the omnibus bill to 
minimize adverse impact on this 
whole process,” she said.
Those factors include when and 
how the United States will take 
possession of the land and “what 
steps it will take to minimize 
impact on the environment, 
culture, commerce and quality of 
life” for Tamez, according to the 
court documents.
Schey, an attorney based in Los 
Angeles, said there have been 
gains and losses in the case.
“I don’t think she has lost 
the case yet,” he said. “I think 
that No. 1, she has successfully 
slowed down the process for 
over a year. … The court … 
has required the government to 
engage in negotiations with the 
landowners, [which] is something 
that they have previously refused 
to do. There’s still a consultation 
step that has to take place; the 
court has said that it is available to 
address any disputes that come up 
during that consultation process.” 
On Tuesday, The Collegian 
visited Tamez at her home in El 
Calaboz. The property consists 
of three lots that border the Rio 
Grande, with a levee running 
across all three. The fence will 
be built in front of the levee. 
Homeland Security already has 
built the fence on either side of 
her property.
President George W. Bush 
signed into law the Secure Fence 
Act on Oct. 26, 2006, to help stem 
illegal immigration. The act aims 
to secure the border by creating 
physical barriers and deploying 
21st century technology.
A 700-mile wall is being 
built in sections along the U.S.-
Mexico border from California 
to Texas, including one portion 
that stretches from Laredo to 
Brownsville.
Homeland Security is offering 
Tamez $8,500 for the value of the 
land and $5,000 for the diminution 
in value.
Tamez said she and Homeland 
Security have not come to any kind 
of settlement for her property.
“That’s what the government 
has stated that my property is 
worth,” she said. “But, I need to 
be able to show if it is different 
and if it is more. I need to be able 
to show that and I don’t have that 
proof.”
Tamez said she is awaiting an 
appraisal of her property.
In her upcoming negotiations 
with Homeland Security, Tamez 
will seek a private gate to access 
to her land on the other side of the 
levee.
“That’s something that she will 
request,” Schey said. “I cannot 
say for sure if the government 
will agree to that.” 
Tamez said the court order will 
not end her efforts on the border-
fence issue.
“They can’t stop me,” she said. 
“I may have lost the battle, but I 
won the war. And the war involved 
creating awareness to the whole 
world about what was happening 
here in South Texas, and the 
injustices of our own government 
in our own country to peoples of 
this country, and that has gotten 
worldwide attention. So, I won 
the war.
“The government may take 
my land, but they will never 
take my voice, never, because I 
will continue to talk about the 
injustices that have been done, 
not just to me, but to my people.”
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Continued from Page 1 
In a symposium Tuesday, ex-
perts spoke out against the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s 
border fence, using a variety of 
statistics and ethical arguments.
Michael Putegnat, director of 
UTB/TSC’s Institute for Public 
Service, spoke about his role in 
negotiating the settlement between 
Homeland Security and UTB/
TSC over placement of the border 
fence. 
Confl ict between the federal 
agency and UTB/TSC arose in 
October 2007 when UTB/TSC 
President Juliet V. García refused 
to sign a letter granting Homeland 
Security access to TSC property 
for the construction of a border 
fence that would have divided 
the campus. The agency fi led suit 
against the Texas Southmost Col-
lege District 
board of trust-
















“ T h e s e 
men, and some women, went about 
the job of guessing how to secure 
the borders of the United States us-
ing a fence,” Putegnat said.
García asked Putegnat to assist 
with negotiations in May 2008. 
His main focus was developing a 
strategy for dealing with the agen-
cy. 
Many of the entities involved, 
he said, had many different view-
points and goals.
“Members of Congress had a 
different interest,” Putegnat said. 
“Democrats and Republicans had 
a different interest, representatives 
from either side on the border had 
a different interest than those, and 
we had to know about them. … We 
had to come up with a strategy that 
would somehow get these folks to 
work with us.”
After two meetings in May, 
UTB/TSC’s gloves came off in a 
meeting with Homeland Security 
offi cials on June 12. At this meet-
ing, the team negotiated its way to 
a meeting with the head of the U.S. 
Border Patrol. 
The questions for the head of 
the Border Patrol: “How can we 
offer you an alternative if we don’t 
have the criteria for a good an-
swer? What does a good answer 
include?” 
“If we could get them to tell us 
what the criteria was for a good an-
swer, we now could sit down and 
think, ‘Well how many answers fi t 
it?’” Putegnat said.
The resulting compromise was 
taken before U.S. District Judge 
Andrew Hanen on July 31. The ne-
gotiations for the border fence were 
approved by the Texas Southmost 
College board of trustees during a 
special meeting Aug. 5.
Jeff Wilson and Jude Benavides, 
assistant professors in the Chem-
istry and Environmental Sciences 
Department, presented the fi nd-
ings of their ongoing research. The 
research took both quantitative and 
qualitative looks at the disparities 
between the areas along the border 
on which the fence would be built 
and compared them with the areas 
on which it would not.
The prime question the research 
aims to answer is, “Is there some 
sort of disproportionate effect on 
… marginalized populations?” 
Marginalized populations, Wil-
son explained, include popula-
tions that are poorer and lower 
educated, with a higher percentage 
of Hispanic, Spanish-speaking and 
immigrant populations.
The study hypothesized that the 
wall would have a negative effect 
on the marginalized populations. 
It predicted that areas without the 
wall would have lower concentra-
tions of marginalized populations.
Out of the 17 socioeconomic 
factors analyzed, all were found to 
be as hypothesized. 
The study also looks at the bor-
der wall as a human rights viola-




director of the Institute 
for Public Service, 
discusses his role in 
the negotiations over 
Homeland Security’s 
proposal to place the 
border fence on the 
UTB/TSC campus. 
at Tuesday’s Border 
Wall Symposium.
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/COLLEGIAN
• See ‘Symposium,’ Page 12
Professors, Students, Staff!
$375 per month





•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd. www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
The  Collegian’s Quest 4
  Fu n
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PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com




PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com
Present this coupon and your 




Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, April 29th. You will need to 
come by the School of Education to register and pick up your 
admission ticket prior to the Benchmark Test date. If you need further 
information, please contact our Field Experiences Offi ce at 882-5720.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
The early registration period for May, 
Summer I, Summer II and Fall 2009 began 
April 14. Now is the best time to make an 
appointment with your academic adviser.
Advisers are not just for helping you reg-
ister for classes. We are here to help you 
plan your future and to avoid pitfalls along 
the way. Here are some points to consider:
--Those with an appointment will be seen 
fi rst. The Academic Advising Center will 
make every effort to see as many walk-in 
students as possible, but without an appoint-
ment, you should be prepared to wait.
--Avoid surprises! (“What do you mean 
my registration can’t be completed at this 
time!?”)  Make sure you don’t have any 
holds. Have you paid that parking ticket or 
library fi ne?
--Testing. Have you completed all testing 
requirements? 
First time freshmen should talk to an ad-
viser about their test results to ensure proper 
placement in classes. If you are not college-
ready in any area (reading, writing or math-
ematics), take those courses that will help 
you to improve your skills fi rst!
Remember to ask your adviser if you 
have been completely cleared. You will be 
blocked from upper-level (3000-, 4000-lev-
el) courses if you have not. Many students 
who have taken all their required develop-
mental courses semesters ago don’t fi nd out 
their record has not been updated until they 
run into that block during registration. 
If this is not your fi rst visit, dig out that 
degree plan you’ve been working on and 
bring it along. This will save time for both 
you and your adviser, and will ensure you 
are still following the plan you started with. 
Requirements for your major may have 
changed since you started, but you should 
continue to follow the plan you with which 
you started.  (Do you know your Catalog 
Year?)
--If this is your fi rst visit, it’s also time 
to declare your major and sign your degree 
plan.
--You may need to speak to a depart-
mental adviser or faculty adviser from your 
major, especially for permission to enroll 
in some courses. Your adviser can help you 
make contact with the department.
--Determine your Satisfactory Academic 
Progress standing. If you need to, take this 
opportunity to sign a contract and prepare 
an Academic Success Plan. 
--See the “big picture.” Know what you 
are going to take each semester so that you 
can balance out your semesters.
--Prerequisites will be a big part of the 
planning process. Review your entire pro-
gram of study with your adviser, not just 
one semester at a time. Know which courses 
must be taken before others and which must 
be taken together (concurrently).  Ask your 
adviser about placement testing for math-
ematics or Spanish credit by exam.
--Be an active participant in planning 
your educational future. Learn all the re-
quirements to earn your degree. Is it time to 
apply for graduation? See your adviser for 
a graduation check. There is no more dis-
appointing news than to fi nd out you won’t 
be graduating on time because you failed to 
plan.
--Find out exactly what courses and when 
the May, Summer I & II Course Schedule 
is posted online at www.utb.edu. The fall 
schedule will be available in the very near 
future. 
At the Academic Advising Center, you 
can learn how to access and use Scorpion 
Online. It is so much easier: no waiting in 
line and can be done in your pajamas at 6 
a.m.
--Know exactly what course and section 
you need and register early. Many of your 
favorite courses, professors or time slots 
will be fi lled very quickly. Avoid the wait-
list.
Almost all of these issues can be resolved 
today, so why wait? Make your appoint-
ment now.
The Academic Advising Center is located 
in the Camille Lightner Center and can be 
reached at 882-7362 or academicadvising@
utb.edu. We look forward to seeing you!
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Martinez heading to nationals
Catcher Gilberto Puente swings at a ball during Wednesday’s game against the 
University of Texas-Pan American. 
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian
Scorpions, Jaguars to claw it out in last home game of the season
After a three-game losing streak, 
the Scorpions (26-27, 9-3 Red River 
Athletic Conference) were seeking 
to finish their regular season on 
a good note as they took on the 
University of Houston-Victoria 
Jaguars (28-14) in a doubleheader 
Sunday.
Results were not available at 
press time. 
The Scorpions were 2-4 against 
the Jaguars this season.
“We’ve got to go out and come 
ready to play, No. 1, and just be 
focused,” Head Coach Bryan 
Aughney said in a telephone 
interview with The Collegian on 
Thursday. “Offensively, we’ve 
struggled here as of late, so I’m 
hoping the bats can wake up a little 
bit and we’ll just play clean baseball 
and see what happens from there.
“It’s going to be the last time on 
the field for a lot of guys in a game 
setting. … It’s kind of Senior Day 
all over again. I just hope we come 
ready to play as a team and focus 
from every pitch.”
Pitcher Dennis Ortiz expected 
the team to perform well.
“It’s our last home game, so I 
think the seniors are going to have 
a lot of emotion.  I think we’re 
going to play well.”
Last Wednesday night, the 
Scorpions again traveled to 
Edinburg Baseball Stadium to pay 
a visit to Rio Grande Valley Rival 
UT-Pan American. The Broncs, 
who routed the Scorpions 15-2 on 
April 8, were once again victorious, 
downing the Scorpions 8-1.
The victory over UTB/TSC 
improves the Broncs’ record to 10-
33.
Catcher Gilberto Puente scored 
UTB/TSC’s only run with a homer 
in the fourth inning, according 
to the Office of Intercollegiate 
Athletics.
Aughney said a lack of focus 
played a role in the loss.
“We just got to have better focus 
from the start,” Aughney said after 
the game Wednesday. “We spotted 
three runs here early in an inning 
where we should have been three 
up and three down.”
It was only the second time that 
the two schools have faced each 
other on the diamond, as they 
are in separate conferences. The 
Pan Am team is a member of the 
NCAA Division 1’s Great West 
Conference.
Ortiz, who was named Red River 
Athletic Conference Pitcher for the 
week of April 13-19, looks forward 
to playing UT-Pan Am next year.
“I really want a piece of them, I 
want us to give everything we have 
and I want us to win that game,” he 
said.
--Staff photographer Rebekah S. 
Gomez contributed to this report.
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Senior Scorpion golfer 
April Martinez is going back 
to nationals after a three-year 
absence.
As a freshman, Martinez 
qualified for the women’s national 
tournament when the university 
was still a member of the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association. Now, as a senior, she 
gets to repeat the opportunity, this 
time in the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics’ National 
Championship, beginning May 
12 in Rapid City, S.D.
“I’ve been trying to get back 
here, every year that’s my goal,” 
Martinez said. “From my Day 1 
starting practice, I tell myself, ‘My 
goal is to get back to the national 
tournament’ and, unfortunately, 
my sophomore and junior years, 
I was not able to attain that goal. 
But this year I worked extra, extra 
hard. … [I] put in a lot more extra 
hours and worked on some issues 
on my game, and I’m glad it all 
came out all right.”
She is confident about her shot 
in the nationals.
“I hope I do well,” Martinez 
said. “I’m pretty sure I’m going 
to be practicing just as hard as 
I’ve been. If I play well, I should 
be well. … I have a pretty decent 
shot.”
Head Golf Coach Bob Lucio is 
optimistic.
“I think she’s going to come 
out of it looking pretty good at 
the end,” Lucio said. “She’s just 
too good to go over there and not 
do well.”
Martinez qualified for the 
tournament last Tuesday by 
taking the individual Red River 
Athletic Conference women’s 
golf tournament in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., edging Northwood 
University’s Meghann Stevens 
by three strokes.
“The first day I played pretty 
well,” she said. “The second day 
was pretty rough, the first seven 
holes. I had three triples and it 
was pretty devastating. I started 
giving up two pars, and then I got 
two triples in a row, and it was 
pretty tough to bounce back, but I 
dug deep and I finished.”
Lucio praised Martinez’s 
performance at the tournament 
despite her not playing at her 
fullest potential.
“She played really good the 
first day, and it was by far not 
her greatest ball-striking round,” 
he said. “She didn’t hit the ball 
great, but she made a lot of putts. 
She also chipped in for eagle at 
one of the holes, and so her score 
was exceptional; it was a school 
record, with her actually playing 
at 50 percent.”
Asked what Martinez playing 
on the national stage means for the 
university, Lucio replied: “It puts 
our team in a new light, it sends 
a message to a lot of the high 
school coaches, junior golfers 
that we have a good program, 
we have a good schedule, that 
the Athletic Department and 
the administration is committed 
to establish a quality program, 
which we’re already getting there 
and it’s only our third year [in the 
NAIA].”
The team also fielded another 
senior, Allison Valles, who 
praised Martinez’s and the team’s 
performance.
“We kind of had a rough first 
day, but we came back the second 
day and moved up from third to 
second,” Valles said. “I’m really 
proud of the team for coming 
back. I’m really proud of April. 
She worked super hard to get 
where she’s at, and she dedicated 
a lot of her time to golf and she 
made it to nationals.”
She said the tournament was 
“bittersweet.”
“It’s my last tournament, my 
college experience is over, but 
overall, it went well,” Valles 
said.
Valles finished the tournament 
tied for seventh with a score of 
176 alongside teammate Andrea 
Cadriel.
Unfortunately, Martinez will be 
the only Scorpion at the national 
tournament, as UTB/TSC could 
not qualify during the RRAC 
tourney.
“The most important thing on 
Monday was that we had to stay 
up with Northwood so that we 
could have a shot at them the 
second day, and we were just 
not able to do that,” Lucio said. 
“We played poorly and they 
played well. That combination 
put us behind by 20 shots right 
away in the first day and I knew 
that it was going to be extremely 
difficult to make that up on the 
second day, even though we 
played well the second day and 
came in second to Northwood. 
Obviously, that wasn’t good 
enough for us to advance to the 
national tournament as a team.”
Weather was another factor 
hindering the Scorpions’ efforts.
“It was a disaster getting there,” 
Lucio said. “We got grounded 
because of weather on Saturday 
and we didn’t arrive on time for 
our practice round. We had to 
drive from Houston to Oklahoma 
City in a rental car because we 
couldn’t catch a flight out of 
Houston because of turbulent 
weather.”
The team ended up in second 
place with 687, 30 strokes behind 
Northwood University and a 
scant four strokes under Park 
(Neb.) University.
Peru (Neb.) State College 
finished fourth with a score of 
1045.
Lucio talked about his outgoing 
seniors.
“[April Martinez] works harder 
than everybody else, and she’s 
going to do very well,” he said. 
“If she decides that she’s going to 
play professional golf, start in the 
mini-tours and stuff like that, then 
she’s going to be in good shape. 
She’s going to do extremely well 
and we’ll be hearing about her, 
reading about her for several 
years to come, because she’s just 
such a hard worker.”
About Valles, Lucio said, 
“She’s been like a constant for 
us, as far as our golf program, 
she’s always there, she’s worked 
hard, and she tried real, real hard 
all of her career, and she really 
improved over the years. She 
overcame a lot of things since 
we got her from the Monahans. 
… She’s been a pleasure to 
work with, one of those kinds 
of young people that listen and 
want to learn, and you’re just 
pleased to work with her for 
three years now, and she’s going 
to be a big loss for the program.” 




The study also looks at the bor-
der wall as a human rights viola-
tion.
“The Organization of Ameri-
can States put forth a declaration 
back in 1948,” Wilson said. “It’s 
sort of the fi rst international dec-
laration of human rights. There’s 
a few articles specifi cally associ-
ated with that, one around guar-
anteeing equality, and one around 
guaranteeing dissemination of 
information. We’re analyzing 
this in that sort of human rights 
context, that there was some sort 
of disparity, that there was some 
discrimination.”
The research also found that, 
in addition to having a negative 
effect on the marginalized popu-
lations, the wall also raised con-
cerns among citizens in the areas 
without it.
“This could be a security issue, 
because, as we all know, if there’s 
a sieve, water fl ows through the 
holes in the sieve,” Benavides 
said, expressing the concern of 
people in the areas without the 
fence. “If there’s a problem with 
the gaps or the holes in the fence, 
people are going to come through-
-allegedly, not my words.”
Along with a UTB/TSC stu-
dent, the pair presented their fi nd-
ings before The Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
on Oct. 22, 2008. 
Terrence Garrett, an associate 
professor in the Government De-
partment, spoke on the issue of 
perception as a society.
“Bureaucracy is unthinking in 
that they are completely rational, 
but unable to refl ect what it is that 
they were originally intended to 
do,” Garrett said. “So, in other 
words, if we have a Department 
of Homeland Security, are we 
that much more secure?”
Cirilia Quintero Ramírez, a fac-
ulty researcher in sociology from 
El Colegio de la Frontera Norte, 
presented her paper, which brings 
up several issues involving the 
planning of the border wall. The 
paper also sets some ground rules 
for the border wall negotiations.
“First, the discussion should 
be objective,” Quintero Ramírez 
said. “It is without prejudices, 
without [epithets], bad or good, 
to Mexico, because sometimes 
it is [said,] ‘The bad are Mexi-
cans.’”
She said the arguments should 
be supported by evidence, not by 
emotions.
“Finally, this communication 
about the fence will be respectful 
of laws, of rights, especially of 
human rights to both countries,” 
Quintero Ramírez said.
A major problem, she said, is 
that Mexico was not involved in 
the planning phase for the border 
wall.
The symposium, held in Gor-
gas Hall boardroom, was spon-
sored by the English and Com-
munication Department through 
the Ford Foundation’s Diffi cult 
Dialogues Grant. The grant’s 
purpose is to increase discussion 
on controversial topics.
John Cook, an associate pro-
fessor in the English and Com-
munication Department who 
organized the event, said the 
symposium’s speakers presented 
interesting fi ndings.
“We never spoke with Mexico 
about this. That’s crazy,” Cook 
said of Quintero Ramírez’s fi nd-
ings on the border wall. “And the 
demographic studies, the holes 
in the wall, clearly show that this 
isn’t strictly based on security.”
About 40 students, faculty and 
community members attended. 
“I didn’t have much of an un-
derstanding about what was go-
ing on with the border wall, but 
now I have much more of an un-
derstanding about it,” said junior 
communication major Steven 
Avela. “It was eye-opening.”
Symposium
Continued from Page 7
ON CAMPUSPage 12 • April 27, 2009 The Collegian
you,” Treviño said.
Patti Salinas, associate pro-
fessor and chair of the Criminal 
Justice Department, said the Vir-
ginia Tech shootings were “very 
unfortunate,” but added such in-
cidents are uncommon.
“At this point in time, campus 
security provides good assuranc-
es of safety for students, so I see 
no need for students to bear arms 
in the classroom,” Salinas said.
Juan Davila, a senior social 
studies composite major, said 
he favors the bill and says it is 
the best defense students have 
against a gunman. 
But senior history major An-
gie Morales disagrees, saying, 
“Sometimes people can’t control 
their anger.” 
“They’ll have weapons in-
volved, which could lead to a 
bigger violence and a bigger cri-
sis than it would originally be, 
because of having weapons.”
Driver fi led the bill on Feb. 26. 
Since then, it has passed through 
the public safety committee and 
has been sent to calendar and re-
mains to be scheduled for discus-
sion.
Guns
Continued from Page 3
out some of the other areas, which 
would be a source of revenue, so that 
was intended from the outset of the 
REK Center.”
Pearson added that renting the REK 
Center’s facilities is “on a very tem-
porary basis” until the university will 
initiate the fi rst phase of the construc-
tion of a fi eld for the Athletics Depart-
ment.
The fi eld is an 80-acre plot of land 
located just off of Los Tomates Bridge 
and construction of the fi eld is ex-
pected to begin one year from the 
beginning of Fall 2009, according to 
Pearson.
“My understanding of it is … the 
recreational function comes fi rst and it 
will accommodate some of the athletic 
performances but at times would not 
interfere with a lot of the recreational 
activities that students would engage 
in,” he said. 
Braden also maintains that students 
are the No. 1 priority.   
“My responsibility, in my position 
and to the students in my position, is 
to make sure that we manage the re-
sources of the institution carefully and 
wisely and that means to make sure 
that we do not overuse or burn out the 
fi eld,” she said.
--Sports Editor Hugo E. Rodriguez 
contributed to this report.
REK
Continued from Page 3
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Eloisa Taméz y sus abogados 
están decidiendo si ella deberá 
continuar o no con la lucha en 
contra del muro fronterizo que 
el gobierno de Estados Unidos 
pondrá en su propiedad.
El 16 de abril, el Juez de 
Distrito de EE.UU. Andrew Hanen 
firmó una orden concediéndole 
al Departamento de Seguridad 
Nacional (Homeland Security) 
pleno dominio, o propiedad 
absoluta, de 0.26 acres de la 
propiedad de Taméz en El Calaboz, 
una comunidad rural a 11 millas al 
noroeste de Brownsville.
La decisión proviene de un juicio 
que el Departamento de Seguridad 
Nacional presentó en contra de 
Taméz el 29 de enero del 2008, 
después de que ella le negó a la 
agencia el acceso a su propiedad, 
la cual colinda con la frontera del 
Río Bravo.
De acuerdo con la orden de 
Hanen, la propiedad se usará 
para “construir, instalar, operar 
y mantener caminos, bardas, 
barreras vehiculares y lámparas de 
seguridad entre otras estructuras 
diseñadas para proteger la frontera 
entre Estados Unidos y México”. 
El martes, Tamez y su 
abogado, Peter Schey, le dijeron 
a El Collegian que todavía están 
decidiendo si apelarán el caso.
“En este momento los abogados y 
yo estamos debatiendo que a pesar 
de que tengo el derecho a apelar, 
no estoy segura si tomaremos ese 
camino. Todavía no decidimos”, 
dijo.
Taméz, directora del programa 
de maestría en enfermería de UTB/
TSC, dijo que por el momento 
la prioridad es prepararse para la 
conferencia con el Departamento 
de Seguridad Nacional.
“De acuerdo a lo que el Juez 
Hanen escribió en la orden, le está 
diciendo al gobierno y a mí, que 
necesitamos sentarnos y negociar 
los diversos factores del proyecto 
de ley para minimizar el impacto 
negativo de este proceso”, dijo.
Esos factores incluyen el cuándo 
y cómo los Estados Unidos tomará 
posesión de la propiedad y “qué 
pasos tomará para minimizar el 
impacto en el ambiente, cultura, 
comercio y calidad de vida” 
de Taméz, de acuerdo a los 
documentos de la corte.
Schey, un abogado establecido 
en Los Angeles, dijo que había 
ganancias y pérdidas en el caso.
“No creo que ella ya haya perdido 
el caso”, dijo. “Creo que No. 1, ha 
retrasado el proceso exitosamente 
por más de un año. … La corte 
… ha requerido que el gobierno 
entre en negociaciones con los 
dueños de las propiedades, lo que 
anteriormente se había negado a 
hacer. Todavía queda un paso en el 
que se organizará una conferencia; 
la corte dijo que estaba disponible 
para contestar cualquier disputa 
que surja durante el proceso de la 
conferencia”. 
El martes, El Collegian visitó a 
Tamez en su casa en El Calaboz. 
La propiedad consta de tres lotes 
que colindan con la frontera del 
Río Bravo, con un dique que 
recorre los tres terrenos. El muro 
será construido frente al dique. 
El Departamento de Seguridad 
Nacional ya construyó el muro en 
ambos lados de su propiedad.
El Presidente George W. Bush 
promulgó la Ley del Cerco Seguro 
(Secure Fence Act) el 6 de octubre 
de 2006 para tratar de disminuir la 
inmigración ilegal. Con esta ley se 
espera proteger la frontera creando 
barreras físicas y utilizando 
tecnología del siglo XXI.
El muro de 700 millas está 
siendo construido en tramos a lo 
largo de la frontera de EE.UU. y 
México, desde California a Texas, 
incluyendo un tramo de Laredo a 
Brownsville.
El Departamento de Seguridad 
Nacional está ofreciendo a Taméz 
$8,500 por el valor de la propiedad 
y $5,000 por la disminución del 
valor.
Taméz dijo que ella y el 
Departamento de Seguridad 
Nacional aún no llegan a un 
acuerdo sobre su propiedad.
“Eso es lo que el gobierno dijo 
que mi propiedad valía”, dijo. 
“Pero necesito demostrar si es 
diferente o si es más. Necesito 
demostrar eso y no tengo las 
pruebas”.
Taméz dijo que ella está 
esperando una valoración de su 
propiedad.
En las próximas negociaciones 
con el Departamento de Seguridad 
Nacional, Tamez dijo que solicitará 
una reja privada que le de acceso a 
su propiedad situada al otro lado 
del dique.
“Eso es algo que ella va a 
solicitar”, dijo Schey. “No puedo 
asegurar que el gobierno esté de 
acuerdo con eso”. 
Taméz dijo que la orden de la 
corte no parará su lucha en los 
asuntos del muro fronterizo.
“Ellos no pueden detenerme”, 
dijo. “Habré perdido la batalla, 
pero gané la guerra. Y la guerra 
incluía el crear conciencia a 
todo el mundo acerca de lo que 
estaba pasando aquí en el sur de 
Texas, y las injusticias de nuestro 
gobierno en nuestro propio país a 
las personas de este país, y eso ha 
atraído la atención del mundo. Así 
que, yo gané la guerra.
“Puede que el gobierno me 
quite mi propiedad, pero nunca me 
quitará mi voz, nunca, porque yo 
seguiré hablando de las injusticias 
que se han hecho, no solo a mi sino 
a mi gente”.
‘Nunca me quitarán mi voz’
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Clasificación: Estudiante de 
segundo año
Reconocimientos: Lista de la 
Rectora: Otoño 2008.
Pasatiempos: “Ir de pesca y 
cacería y pasar tiempo con mi 
novia”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Obtener 
mi licenciatura en enfermería 
y comprar un [Chevrolet] 
Corvette”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más 
grande? “Cuando fui a UT-
Austin, el asistir a la escuela y 
acostumbrarme a vivir allá y 
pasar por eso”. 
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de 
la universidad, qué harías? 
“Hacer más grande el edificio de 
la Unión Estudiantil, mas juegos, 
un área de boliche”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“Que está muy tranquila, es un 
excelente lugar para estudiar”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? 
“Que estudien, no es como la 
preparatoria; [así] que estudien 
mucho”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar en 
un examen? “No estudien un 
día antes, estudien al menos una 
semana antes”.
Anécdota: “Falté a las primeras 
tres clases de historia durante 
el verano porque yo pensé que 
se habían cancelado. … Nunca 
había nadie en el salón. Resultó 
que todo el tiempo fui al salón 
equivocado”. 
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
elizabeth a. Perez/Fotos colleGian
Esquina superior izq.: Eloisa Tamez, directora del programa de maestría en enfermería de UTB/TSC, enseguida del muro fronterizo que colinda con su propiedad en El Calaboz. 
Abajo: Un juez federal le otorgó permiso al Departamento de de Seguridad Nacional (Homeland Security) para construir el muro fronterizo en la propiedad de Tamez. El muro ya fue 
construido en las propiedades de los vecinos.
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Vince Solis said that the constitu-
tion states a ballot box should be 
used but not whether it is physical 
or electronic. 
“A ballot box doesn’t have to 
be a physical ballot box; I mean 
your ballot box is your server, so 
to speak, it’s sealed, it has file pro-
tection, it has security measures,” 
Solis said. “Think of your bal-
lot as your capacity to submit an 
online vote, you have to look at 
it from this capacity. If you have 
paper ballots, would it change the 
outcome of the election? You still 
have the same number of votes.”
Solis also said that if Castro has 
any complaints about the elections 
then they should be submitted to 
the elections committee, but as of 
press time Thursday, Castro had 
not done so.
Another of Castro’s petitions to 
the court seeks to recuse Justice 
Enrique de la Garza III from dis-
cussion and votes pertaining to the 
petitions “as he has established a 
relationship with a candidate for 
president and visibly campaigned 
for her in the questionable elec-
tions.” 
De La Fuente said that she is of-
fended by Castro’s claims and be-
lieves the attacks are personal.
“He does not want me to be 
president of SGA,” she said. “We 
expected this, actually. We as in 
me and the people behind my cam-
paign and supporting me.” 
She also said that she did not 
know that Castro had petitioned 
the Student Supreme Court.
“Once again, this was done be-
hind my back,” she said. “I had no 
idea.” 
De La Fuente said she will look 
into the matter and take it to the 
university’s administration. 
 “I guess I’m going have to speak 
to administration once again, see 
how I can do this diplomatically 
as I’d been doing it,” she said. 
“I just don’t understand--I won 
by 200 votes. I don’t understand 
and it’s not like my running mate 
Jorge Muñoz--he didn’t win--so 
it’s not like we both have the same 
numbers. You can tell that it was 
the majority [of] the student body 
[that] wants me to be president.” 
Asked what her goals are for the 
new administration, De La Fuente 
replied that she first wants cohe-
siveness among the members of 
the senate.
“We need to bring back the 
structure of business within stu-
dent government,” she said. “What 
I mean by that is respect each po-
sition and understand where the 
power of authority lies.”
De La Fuente said that once co-
hesiveness is accomplished, she 
will focus on campus events.
Paredes said he is looking for-
ward to overcoming new chal-
lenges and will continue working 
with students.
“I’m going to be independent, 
listen to the students … every de-
cision for the students and only the 
students,” he said. “I will not favor 
one side or the other.”
Jorge Muñoz and Diego Gar-
cia, who ran for president and vice 
president of administration, are 
both looking to return to the sen-
ate next fall. They said they had no 
regrets about the elections and that 
they support De La Fuente and 
Paredes.
“I wish Ruby the best of luck,” 
Muñoz said. “The same for Bobby 
and for anybody that wants to join; 
I say this is the time because, I 
mean, it is going to change. I think 
it’s going to be for the better.”
Guerra could not be reached for 
comment. 
Thursday’s SGA meeting was 
canceled and instead Castro and 
several members of the senate pre-
sented their concerns about uni-
versity administrators  during the 
Texas Southmost College District 
board of trustees meeting.
Castro told the board that the 
senate is not content with its advis-
ers.
 “We were not pleased with the 
lack of transparency and necessary 
divide that should exist in order to 
be able to freely express our wish-
es, wants, concerns and desires,” 
he said. 
Castro referred to a resolution 
that the senate passed in its April 2 
meeting, which supported Gradu-
ate Senator Joe Lee Rubio’s at-
tempt to become eligible to run for 
office on the TSC board of trust-
ees. The president declared that 
the advisers’ response was that the 
senate was becoming “political in 
nature.” 
“The irony of their statement 
brings sadly the memory of [the] 
SGA that has suffered harassment, 
intimidation and bullying by those 
that are there to guide and direct,” 
Castro said.
Rosalinda Rangel, a senior 
criminal justice major, Scorpion 
Ambassador and Leadership and 
Mentorship Program employee, 
disagreed with Castro.
“As a student, I do not feel the 
same way that Mr. Erasmo Castro 
feels,” Rangel said. “I don’t feel 
that he has been bullied or ha-
rassed in any way.” 
She responded to Castro’s com-
plaints about the adviser’s manip-
ulation of the election.
“I would like to say to him: Your 
own senators used a university 
portal site owned by a department 
to promote you, to vote for student 
president,” Rangel said. “That’s 
unethical.”
The SGA election rules state that 
“all elections advertising must be 
approved by the Elections Com-
mittee prior to posting. … This 
includes fliers, buttons, sheets, 
Web sites, campaign e-mails and 
any other form of advertising that 
will be seen by large numbers of 
students in a mass form of com-
munication.”
On Tuesday, Senator at Large 
Lucio Torres sent an e-mail to 
student organization members in 
which he campaigns for Castro’s 
presidency. 
Asked about it, Torres respond-
ed that he did not hack any system 
or take anybody’s e-mail list.
“All of those recipients who re-
ceived those e-mails have just as 
equal access as I did to the list,” he 
said. “Administration didn’t give 
me anything, nobody handed me 
a list, that list is under my Black-
board when I log in every time. It’s 
under the organizations that I am 
under.” 
Torres mentioned that Student 
Life Director David Mariscal had 
called him and left messages about 
the matter, but Torres had not had 
the time to meet with him yet. 
SGA
Continued from Page 1
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